
opening words he said, “I have come to 
understand that gratitude is an antidote 
to grief.  And we have much to be grateful 
for as we grieve.” While he was clearly 
talking about his family, he could have 
been talking about many of us. Despite 
our current challenges, we likely still have 
things for which we are grateful.

Perhaps this is what my colleague 
meant about tithing. Despite her financial 
challenges, she somehow still had money 
after tithing because of her commitment 
to share the blessings that she had been 
given. When we decide to embrace 

     when we decide to embrace gratitude for the blessings  
    we have, our hearts are open to giving of our selves.“ ”
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it can be easy to forget how 
good life is. Perhaps we live in a bubble 
where things generally go well. We eat 
what we want, when we want it, and may 
be hard pressed to find things we want 
for. This is why I feel it is so important 
for independent schools to participate in 
outreach programs. Our children get very 
few glimpses into a world where people are 
hungry, sick, homeless, or otherwise without 
life’s comforts as we know them. When 
they experience firsthand people who are 
without, it makes an impact. This impact is 
important because our children will likely be 
adults who live relatively comfortable lives, 
removed from the needy parts of the world. 
If they are to make a difference when they 
are grown, they must develop the practice of 
service toward others and the awareness of 
the need for it. 

I have joined our 8th grade several times 
at the Way Station where we serve breakfast 
to Houston’s homeless. One thing I notice is 
that many of the clients who come through 
the food line are quite upbeat and express 
tremendous gratitude. After asking how 
they are doing, I frequently hear these 
people who have so little say, “I am blessed 
and glad to be alive.” In some ways it seems 
counterintuitive for a person with next to 
nothing, living on the streets, to be grateful. 

I would argue that being grateful is 
an active decision and not an emotion. 
When I first started teaching, I was shown 
gratitude in a new light by one of my 
fellow new teachers. We both barely made 
enough money to live off of, and yet she was 
committed to tithing at her church. I asked 
her how she was able to give when she made 
so little, and she replied, “I don’t really know, 
but every month when I give, I always have 
enough left over.” 

I thought about her when I was at the 
funeral service for our own Patrick Miller’s 
mother. I was in awe of his strength as he 
delivered a beautiful, poised eulogy. In his 
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8th Graders Zoe, Greg and Sam serving breakfast at the Way Station

gratitude for the blessings we have, our 
hearts are open to giving of our selves. 
When we give, it makes us feel as though 
we have more than needed; we feel full 
and enriched. 

Reverend Miller is right; gratitude is 
the antidote to grief. It is a choice to see 
your life as blessed and full rather than 
scarce or empty. As for me, I am grateful 
for my family and our home in the 
community of St. Mark’s.  

-mr. wagers



I am grateful for the way coffee tastes, to 
watch my son run, for the creative way my 
daughter plays.  I am grateful for a family 
dinner, a knock-knock joke, the chance to 
do the dishes.  I see these moments as holy, 
as common, as ordinary, and I am thankful 
for them all.  We have this at St. Mark’s, a 
holy and life-giving school full of ordinary 
and common people doing common things 
uncommonly well.  What a gift we have, 
and what a gift it is to be a priest and parent 
among such a common-ordinary-holy group 
of people.

we have a great school community.  
I believe this to be true, and I give thanks 
for it every day.   All of us, from our school 
board, to our administration and our 
faculty, to our students and our families, 
all of us are amazing.  We are amazing for 
the dedication, the zeal and the drive each 
of us possess in our everyday lives.  Every 
day, one of us is doing something amazing.  
Whether it is learning something new, 
discovering something unseen or going 
the extra distance for a friend, we are each 
doing something that is awe-inspiring. 
In all that we do that is amazing, I am 
more thankful for all that we do that is 
mundane. Sock finding, backpack stuffing, 

breakfast making, car driving, simple 
tasks we do every day.  I am thankful for 
the jobs people do in the everyday copy 
making, word processing, mail sorting.  
The true celebrity is the faithful one who 
shows up on time, poised and ready to live 
whatever life has to offer. 

A priest I like, Edward Bouverie Pusey, 
wrote: 

The mistake of mistakes is to think 
that holiness consists in great or 
extraordinary things beyond the reach 
of ordinary people. It has been well 
said, ‘Holiness does not consist in 
doing uncommon things, but in doing 
common things uncommonly well.’

By The Rev. Patrick J. Miller

Church

Congratulations to Ian Gibaut, class of 2008.  He was named 
to the Conference USA All-freshman baseball team last 
season.  Ian is currently a sophomore at Tulane University.          

Congratulations to Amy Beauchamp, class of 2006.  She worked as a 
Sales and Trading Summer Analyst at Barclays over the 2013 summer.  She 
just signed a contract to work for Citi Sales and Trading in New York after 
graduation.  She is currently a senior at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Thanks to all the alumni who joined us at this year’s Scarborough Fair!  
We were excited to see members of the Class of 2013, 
2012, and 2011 there. Don’t forget to visit our school’s 
Facebook page to see photos from the event.

Alumni

Looking for notes about your child?  Or your class?
Send an email to Lou Ellen Stansell at lstansell@stmes.org 
or volunteer to be a class notes chairperson.

As always, this year’s fund will support 
technology, instructional support, and  
campus improvements.  In addition, this year, 
we are targeting funds for improvements to 
our science curriculum and lab space, as well 
as increased resources for performing arts, 
and expanding our professional development 
program for teachers.

We are proud to announce that we have 
already reached 100% participation among 
our faculty and staff as well as our Board 
of Trustees.  Thank you in advance for 
considering your gift to this year’s campaign.

To make a gift to the Annual Fund, visit 
www.stmes.org/makeagift or contact the
Director of Development, Lou Ellen Stansell.

From Our Development OfficeA Note

Joanie and David Andrews, 
Annual Fund Chairs

top: Alumni reconnecting 
with friends at Scarborough 
Fair; right: Ian Gibaut,
Class of 2008

scan with your 
smartphone 
to like us on 

facebook.

    we wish to extend our 
warmest thanks to Joanie and David 
Andrews for chairing this year’s Annual 
Fund at St. Mark’s.  Joanie and David 
have three children at St. Mark’s and 
have embraced this role with great 
enthusiasm.  We recently invited all St. 
Mark’s families to participate in a kick-
off breakfast for the campaign, where 
parents could ask questions and learn 
more.  The Annual Fund is the most 
important fundraising that we do at St. 
Mark’s, and the best way to provide us 
with the supplemental resources needed 
to fully support our children and their 
educational environment.



at st. mark’s, the curriculum and learning needs of our students are top priority. Over the years, we have embraced 
new curriculum mapping tools to allow us to create consistent, cohesive maps of the curriculum for our Preschool 2s through 
8th grade students. As we continue to expand the focus on curriculum and learning, the need has evolved for a full-time staff 
member to manage and direct our efforts. We are pleased that veteran 3rd grade teacher, Cortney Hebert, stepped into the 
brand-new role of Curriculum and Learning Coordinator. Cortney is working with the division heads and faculty members to 
serve our students’ needs. We had the opportunity to catch up with Cortney to learn more about her new exciting opportunity.

What is curriculum mapping?
Curriculum mapping is a procedure for 
reviewing our school’s curriculum.  Our 
curriculum is what the teachers teach and 
what the students learn.  It is the total learning 
provided by our school to our students.  
How do we map our curriculum at St. Mark’s?
We are using Atlas for our mapping software.  
Last year, each teacher inputted their lessons 
and curriculum into Atlas.  This year, we are 
working together to both revise and polish the 
work that we have done.  We will look closely 
at our individual grade levels and content areas 
and work together to create an even stronger 
vertical alignment as students move from 
grade level to grade level in our school. 
Why is curriculum mapping important?
Mapping is important because it helps us take 
a closer look at instruction, student learning, 
and assessment.  It also sparks conversations 
among educators, which can lead to the 
creation of cross-curricular lessons, stronger 
professional development, greater access to 
teaching resources, and more.  Curriculum 

mapping gives us a starting point to help us 
think, plan, and reflect individually as well as 
part of a team.  
What are the challenges in planning and 
organizing curriculum?
Planning and organizing curriculum takes a 
lot of thought, time, and patience.  We have 
to move through this process one step at a 
time.  We have to ask a lot of questions, try to 
explore all possibilities, and make decisions 
that everyone agrees with.  I have a vision of 
where I would like us to be by the end of this 
year and at the end of each year to come. 
What are your goals for your new position?
I have many short-term and long-term goals 
not just for the creation of our curriculum 
map, but also for professional development, 
acquiring new resources, and implementing 
continued use of technology. Together, 
classroom teachers and I will work through 
the process to get us there.    
Can you speak to the “Learning” side of your 
title? What is that referring to?
I think that the “Learning” part of my title has 

more to do with our focus on the students.  I 
will be there to help teachers with meeting 
the needs of students in the classroom.  As 
we get further along in our curriculum 
mapping work, I will have the opportunity 
to work on finding new materials, resources, 
and methods of instruction.  This will all add 
to the total experience our students have at 
St. Mark’s.
What about this new role excites you?
Right now, I feel like the direction and 
focus of my job evolves daily.  Atlas and 
our curriculum mapping is always at the 
center of my daily work, but one question or 
conversation can lead me into looking into 
something that I hadn’t planned on working 
on that day.  It’s exciting to think about 
where we will be at the end of this school 
year.  I am honored to be the person that 
gets to blaze this trail and help continue to 
improve upon all of the great things that we 
already do.

 New Faces 
we are excited to welcome our 
newest faculty and staff members 
to the st. mark’s community!

Look for 
introductions to 
the St. Mark’s 
faculty and staff 
at stmes.org

brittney brown, 3rd Grade Teaching Assistant; rita cofield, Preschool 2s Teaching Assistant; kristen dorton, 5th and 6th Grade
Social Studies; shannon duncan, 3rd Grade Teacher; allie johnson, Pre-K Teaching Assistant; mallory rigney, Preschool 2s Teacher; 

troy roddy, Head of Midle School; scott seaman, Business Office; adriana simons, Kindergarten Teaching Assistant; grace tan, 
1st Grade Teaching Assistant; chau vu, Business Office 

st. mark’s was pleased to 
welcome Rick Ackerly, nationally recognized 
educator and speaker, to campus for two 
separate events this fall. Rick joined the 
faculty and staff for a workshop during 
in-service before school, speaking on the 
position that we play as teachers and staff 
members. Preschool 3s Teacher, Cindy 
Williams, was particularly inspired by Rick’s 
workshop. She keeps the following list of 
questions by her computer at school, and she 
takes time to think about them each day.

Rick Ackerly
and Mr. Wagers

Rick Ackerly

Rick returned to St. Mark’s on October 
22 for An Evening with Rick Ackerly. 
This educational event, hosted by the St. 
Mark’s Parent Guild, had a great turnout.
Miss the event? To see a video interview of 
Rick Ackerly, please visit www.stmes.org/
parenteducation 

  Am I treating each child as I hope they wil l be?

Am I creating the conditions in which my students show me  
    what they can do?

Am I creating a space where it is safe to be our
   imperfect selves?

Am I listening? Am I letting my students teach me?

Am I remembering that whoever does the work 
      gets the benefit?

Do I see each of my students as possessing their own
        special “learning spirit,” rather than merely being a  
                 recipient of instruction?



we asked our PRESCHOOLERS,

we asked our middle schoolers

“What are you thankful for?”

about serving others

Ms. Williams’ preschool threes
Mrs. jackson’s pre-k

Mrs. arora’s preschool threes
Mrs. sonnier’s pre-k

“Mommy” -Logan

“ballerinas” -Sofia

“play time with babies” 
-Elizabeth

“crocodiles” -Nina

“all the chocolate stuff” 
-Bryson

“Mommy” -Ridley

“smiley faces” -Daphne

“Pinkie Pie toy” -Kiersten

“Daddy” -Andrew

“my doggy” -Teddy

“fun toys” -Daniel

“My mom because
she’s letting me be a ninja
warrior for Halloween.” 

-Beckett

“my pet rat” -Nora

“God” -Madeleine

“St. Mark’s and our teachers” 
-Pierce

“making cookies with 
Mommy” -Francesca

“birthday parties” -Jennifer

“nature” -Baker

“my little brother” -Grace S.

“setting the table with 
Grandma” -Gabriela

A delicious Pie chart shows what

our faculty and staff are most thankful for

and
its
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faith

family

st. mark’s
       students

friends
   pets

other

health

“Good books.”
–Davis

“Good health and a caring family.” 
–Bourque 

“All the amazing people 
I have in my life.”

–B. Brown

“God.” –Carroll

“My beautiful family and the joy 
I receive from them every day.”

–Dorton

“I am thankful for a
91 year old mother

who is in good health.”
–Salley

“I am thankful for a class full 
of such bright, hilarious and 

healthy students during my first 
year as a teacher at St. Mark’s.”

–Rigney

and

THANKSGIVINGTo see student 
Thanksgiving 

artwork, visit 
www.stmes.org/

thanksgiving



welcome to cooking class

we asked our middle schoolers

about serving others
“Serving others helps us learn new things and understand each other.”

-Nicholas, 6th Grader

“We can serve the environment by picking up trash.”
-Ashley M., 6th Grader

“Serving someone allows you to have a great relationship with that person.”
-Catherine, 6th Grader

“We try to help the new kids fit in at St. Mark’s.”
-Diego, 6th Grader

“It’s important to serve others because it’s a part of our honor code.”
-Ashley, 7th Grader

“You can serve your friends by helping them understand something 
that they are having trouble with.”

-Katie, 7th Grader

“We serve others so we can be a good example.”
-Andersson, 7th Grader

“Serving others helps us have a better school community.”
-Sophia, 7th Grader

recipe
Ingredients:

Listening
Respect
Friendly and Fun

Learning
Good Manners

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 500 degrees

2. Mix listening and respect with a 

blender in a small bowl
3. Then add some friendliness and fun

4. Then sprinkle some learning in a bag

5. Mix again6. Then add some good manners
7. Bake when it starts turning apricot

St. Mark ,
s Student by Chase, 2nd Grader

recipe

Ingredients:
1 Cup of a 

party
1 Pound of 

meeting my 
dad,s family

1 Tablespoon 
of eating a 

feast
1 Teaspoon 

of playing 
games

A dash of relax 
and love

Directions:
1. First, add 1 cup of a party

2. Stir it with a pinch of love

3. Pour 1 pound of meeting my  

dad,s family

4. Pour 1 pound of eating a feast

5. Add 1 teaspoon of playing games

6. Mix it all together

7. Finish it with a dash of relax, and 

you,ll have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Enjoy!

Happy Thanksgiving by Emily, 3rd Grader

recipe
Ingredients:
2 Tbsp of secret keeping

4 Gallons of fun40 Pints of friendship
1/2 Coffee cup of love

5 Pinches of sugar for extra sweetness

Directions:
1. First get out a good plastic bowl and 

put in 2 tablespoons of secret keeping
2. Add 4 gallons of fun3. Stir in 40 pints of sugar for extra 

sweetness
4. Finally put it in in the oven for ten 

minutes to give it a warm heart
5. After 10 minutes, take it out and give 

it a hug and then you will have the 
perfect friend6. Add a half a coffee cup of love

Good Friend by Hannah, 3rd Grader

THANKSGIVING



Lions Share

<< 1st Grader 

       Chase embraces an 

attitude of gratitude“ ”

in the 1st grade hallway, 
Chase is known for his polite manners 

and propensity to say “thank you.” On 
Thanksgiving, you’ll likely find Chase 
loading up his plate with turkey, no gravy, 
and his favorite thing about Thanksgiving is 
spending time with his family. “Sometimes 
my cousins and my family come over, 
and we eat nice food at a special place. 

Sometimes we go to our grandparents’ 
house; sometimes we stay at our house.” 
This year, Chase is particularly thankful for 
his parents and for food.

Chase embraces an attitude of gratitude 
not only during Thanksgiving, but year-
round. He believes that saying thank you 
is important because it’s the polite thing 
to do. He also shared, “saying thank you 

shows that I know that someone did 
something nice for me.” If Chase had 
$100 to give away to someone else in 
the world, he thinks that he would give 
it to those who are less fortunate than 
him, which is a practice he has learned 
at home. His family donates old clothes 
and toys that aren’t in use any more, 
and it makes Chase feel happy. Chase’s 
willingness to help others in the world 
around him makes us happy at St. 
Mark’s!

when 8th grader, Alexis, 
was in 5th grade, she noticed that 
students looked up to the Student 
Council President, and she decided 
that she wanted to be a role model at 
St. Mark’s. Now, 3 years later, Alexis is 
excited and proud to serve as this year’s 
Student Council President. According to 
Alexis, a role model tries to do what is 
best for people, while helping others get 
excited about service. 

As President, Alexis plans to focus 
Student Council led outreach projects 
on organizations that benefit military 

families and military children, which is a 
cause that she is very passionate about. Last 
year, as Student Council Secretary, Alexis 
helped to organize Pajama Day, which 
benefited Navy Seals. 

Alexis tries to demonstrate gratitude 
to her friends, family members, teachers 
and coaches by thanking them, and by 
putting forth her best face. According to 

Alexis, “if I show 
that I recognize 
that others have 
helped me and that 
I respect them and 
am grateful for that 
help, then hopefully 
they will realize 
that I will also be 
there for them.” 
Being grateful 
allows Alexis to 
show who she 

is and how she was raised. According to 
Alexis, service and gratitude go hand-in-
hand. She shares, “if we don’t give back, 
what else will we do with our lives?”

  

Student Council 
President, Alexis

Do you have friends who are interested in joining the St. Mark's community?
invite them to attend our  

 Prospective Family Open House 
wednesday, december 11 

visit www.stmes.org/admissions 
for more information

8th Grade Admission Ambassadors Austin, 
Grace, Sonia, Alexis, Sydney, Alice, Philip, 
and Ryan

Admissions

once again, scarborough fair was a huge success! 
families and children of all ages enjoyed the treats, 
games, amusements and assorted activities. we 
estimate that over $18,000 was raised at this year's 
scarborough fair, which is the primary fundraiser for 
the parent guild. this money helps pays for a multitude 
of events throughout the year, including breakfast 
with santa, visiting authors, middle school dances, 
teacher appreciation and much more. a big thank you 
to everyone who was involved and volunteered in this 
year's scarborough fair! 

Scarborough Fair



this fall, the St. Mark’s volleyball 
teams served up yet another successful 
season, while the soccer team scored a 
lot of fun. With an increased interest in 
volleyball, a second varsity-level team 
was added, splitting our varsity athletes 
into Varsity Red and Varsity White. 
Whether serving aces or scoring goals, St. 
Mark’s athletes had a great fall season.

The Varsity Red volleyball team finished 
their season 13-1, placing 1st in Division 1 
in GHAC. The Lady Lions started strong, 
finishing the first round of district with a 
perfect 6-0 record, including a hard fought 
victory over Lutheran South, who was 
also undefeated going into the match. The 
Varsity Red team placed in the 2nd place 
Runner-up position out of twelve teams at 
a tournament at Houston Christian High 
School on September 21.  All the team 
members received an individual medal and 
received All Tournament Player Awards.  
Coach Sallie Wilson would like to send 
congratulations to Alice, Alexis, Grace, 
Sydney, Emily, Isabel, Katie and Sonia!

The Varsity White volleyball team, 
coached by Isis Gardner, finished the season 
4-9.  On September 6 and 7, they competed 
in the St. Mark Lutheran Tournament and 
won their first two matches to put them in 
the semi-finals. They finished 4th out of 
10 teams, and Lucy received the Coach’s 
Choice Award for a great play in the 
tournament. At the Ft. Bend Tournament, 
the team played hard and did not back 
down from some stiff competition, but 
did not place high enough to go to bracket 
play.  Sarah received the All Tournament 
medal from the FBCA Tournament. 

The Junior Varsity volleyball team 
bumped the competition to finish the 
season 7-3. The team finished 2nd place in 
Division 1 in GHAC. During the season, 
the team won a difficult 3 game match 
with Lutheran South to finish the first 
round of district with a 4-1 record. Caitlin 
and Mycah received All Tournament 
Play Awards, and Dahlia received the 

Lions Sports News
Coach’s Choice Award. Coached by Fred 
Silverstein, this team had a great season!

Led by coach Noah Miller, the 6th 
grade volleyball team ended the season 
with record of 14-4. The team played 
in their first tournament of the season 
on October 5 at St. Francis Episcopal. 

5th grade volleyball, coached by Noah 
Miller, had a great season. The team 
learned the game, strategies, teamwork 
and proper volleyball techniques. We can’t 
wait to see these girls on our 6th grade 
team next year! 

the soccer team, led by coach, 
Nico Cromwell, had a fierce fighting 

spirit. Although the team was young, they 
learned to play together. Throughout the 
season, Vincent and Joseph were the team’s 
leading scorers. The St. Mark’s soccer team 
showed determination, perseverance, and 
dedication throughout a tough season.  

fall family Sports Night was 
held on October  18. Parents and 
students competed in friendly volleyball 
and soccer games in this Booster 
Club sponsored event. We had a great 
turnout for the event, and the student 
athletes had a lot of fun taking on mom 
and dad! Thanks to all who came!  

Athletics

Soccer 5th Grade Volleyball

6th Grade Volleyball Junior Varsity Volleyball

the coaches are proud of 
all their teams!  go lions!

Varsity Red VolleyballVarsity White Volleyball

Basketbal l season has started!
Be sure to stay connected by visiting www.stmes.org/athleticsnews



Fal l Southwest Book Fair
 Thanksgiving Holiday

st. mark’s episcopal school
3816 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77025

November

January

February

19-22
25-29

6
14
20
21
22

7
17

Fal l Southwest Book Fair
 Thanksgiving Holiday

School Resumes
Early Childhood Fast Forward
School Holiday Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Elementary Fast Forward
 Step Up Night (4th Grade Students)

Talent Show
School Holiday Presidents Day

Upcoming Events

members of the class of 2013 pose with      

        their gift to st. mark 's - a new bench!

>>
Note:  The full school calendar can be found at www.stmes.org.  

This format is meant to highlight upcoming events, but is not a complete list of all activities.
 

December
7
10
12
20
23

Breakfast with Santa
8th Grade Christmas Gift Exchange
Lessons and Carols
Early Dismissal,  Christmas C oncert
Christmas Break (thru January 3)


