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beautifully managed our high level of trust. 
Additionally, we take our 8th graders 

to Palmer Memorial Church’s Way 
Station to feed the homeless each week. 
This is an experience that is eye-opening 
and requires belief in their ability to 
display discipline and compassion while 
they serve. Again, our young men and 
women surpassed our expectations.

Perhaps my favorite experience with our 
8th graders is traveling to Washington DC 
in the spring. I could not have been more 
proud of the way they conducted themselves 
and participated in the experience. Our tour 
guide, a longtime friend of mine, raved about 
the respect, responsibility and kindness 
they demonstrated throughout the week. 

Saying goodbye can be difficult; we saw 
many tears after the Baccalaureate and 
Graduation services, both from students 

at st. mark’s, 8th grade is an 
extremely special year. After all, it is the 
culmination of the elementary and middle 
school experience and the beginning of the 
transitional leap to high school. Being in 8th 
grade brings a great sense of responsibility 
in our community. We empower our 
students to practice their developing sense 
of accountability and service. Eight of 
our students served as Ambassadors to 
the Admission Office and played a vital 
role in the first experience a prospective 
family has when they visit St. Mark’s. This 
position requires tremendous confidence in 
those Ambassadors, who both earned and 

Announcing

We are pleased to announce the 
Parent Guild Officers 

for the 2014-2015 School Year!

Tonya Pickron, President
Jennifer Ducey, Vice President

Jamie Grissom, Secretary
Verity Gilpin, Treasurer

the st. mark’s class of 2014 truly embodied what we aspire our 
graduates to be as they leave our sheltered community and 
launch into a bigger world.

-Garhett Wagers

“ ”

Top, St. Mark’s 8th Grade Class of 2014; Left, 8th Grade Students Visiting Martha’s Vineyard

and parents. For many students, graduation 
means saying goodbye to a place they have 
known for nearly their entire lives.  Several 
of our students who graduated this year 
began at St. Mark’s in the Preschool 2s, 3s 
or Pre-K classes. These students have spent 
10-12 of their 14 years on Earth in the St. 
Mark’s community. This year we not only said 
farewell to 39 amazing young people, but we 
saw the youngest child in about one-third 
of families of 8th Grade students graduate. 

The St. Mark’s class of 2014 truly 
embodied what we aspire our graduates to 
be as they leave our sheltered community 
and launch into a bigger world. I know 
the young people of this class will make a 
positive impact in their new communities, 
and we are proud to call them alumni.



Meet 5th Grader, 
Grant. This summer, 
Grant will be playing 
a lot of baseball. He 
plays first base, and 
he bats and throws 
lefty. Grant has loved 

being a 5th Grade student at St. Mark’s. 
He says his favorite thing about St. 
Mark’s is that “lunch is a lot of fun!” 

Grant had a great time in 5th Grade, 
and he particularly loved 

performing in 
the 5th Grade 

Play, “Joust.” 
When asked what 

he’s most excited 
about for 6th Grade, 

Grant smiled and 
answered, “Coming 

back to St. Mark’s! I’m 
excited to see my friends and learn new 
things in my classes.” When he’s not at 
school or on the baseball field, Grant 
enjoys going bow hunting with his Dad.

one of my favorite walks within the St. 
Mark’s campus is through the courtyard and 
past the windows of the art room. It is such 
fun to see the changing exhibits of student 
artwork hanging in the windows. Creativity 
abounds in wonderful ways that reflect 
the students’ views of the world, through 
colors, textures, shadows and light. From 
abstract expressions to representational 
images, students give us a glimpse of their 
imaginative minds, and the creative forces 
within them.

Summer is the perfect time to be creative 

- to bring something into existence. The 
freedom of summer allows us time to 
engage the collective gifts God has given 
us: the ability to see, to hear, to interpret 
and reason, and to imagine. Summer is the 
perfect time to use our creative gifts to bring 
joy, to express our deepest feelings, to work 
out dilemmas, to add beauty to an already 
beautiful world.

We recognize that God is the Creator 
of all. God created and called into being 
life where there was nothing. The fancy 
expression for that act is creation ex nihilo. 

When God created humans in God’s 
image, the Lord invited us to become co-
creators to reflect God’s glory heavenward. 
Whenever you create something, you are 
participating in a divine act. I invite you to 
be a co-creator this summer: build, write, 
paint, experiment, make music, ponder 
and listen. Tap into the creative gifts God 
has given you, and enjoy a wonder-filled 
summer.

Lions Share
     Allison just finished 
2nd Grade in Mrs. 
Owen’s class. This 
summer, Allison is going 
to camp and visiting 
her grandma for five 
days in Iowa. According 

to Allison, the weather in Iowa is warm 
during the summer, and she’s excited to get 
to see and play with her younger cousins. 
Allison’s favorite 
thing about 
St. Mark’s 
is art class 
because she 
likes to paint. 
She explains, 
“I like to paint 
with everything 
- watercolors, oils, tempra paint...
everything!” Undoubtedly, 3rd Grade will 
be a great year for Allison, who is most 
excited about learning cursive, but she’ll 
never forget the fun she had in 2nd Grade. 
She particularly loved studying Egypt and 
participating in the Egypt performance. 
  

Most recently at The Fulton School in Heath, TX
Five years of independent school administrator 

experience
Currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Organizational 

Leadership
Father to a high school-aged daughter

My time at St. Mark’s Episcopal School has been filled with great experiences and wonderful people for which I am grateful. I take many cherished memories with me as I leave and wish the best for the school in its future endeavors. Life brings changes and opportunities, which are the essence of new experiences and challenges. In retirement, I am looking forward to accomplishing more goals, meeting new people, spending time at my ranch, and setting my sights on my next triathlon.

“The secret of change is to focus all of 
your energy, not on fighting the old, but 

on building the new.”  - Socrates

A Note from Mrs. Darilek

By Mary Ann Huston

Church

- Mary Ann Huston
Mary Ann Huston is filling in for 

The Rev. Patrick Miller while he is on Sabbatical

Introducing
we have two new members 

joining our administrative 

team. help us give them a 

warm st. mark’s welcome!

matt burgy
Director of Admission

Served as a Teaching Assistant in a Pre-K class at 
St. Mark’s this year

Currently pursuing a Master of Education from 
Houston Baptist University, with emphasis 
on Curriculum & Instruction with Integrated 
Technology and Educational Diagnostics

allie johnson
Director of Technology

Middle School Health Teacher, 
Genie Darilek, is retiring after 
22 years at St. Mark’s



Everyone Has a Story

the third annual St. Mark’s 
Episcopal School Heritage Festival was held the 
week of April 22-25. The festival began with 
an Opening Ceremony, during which several 
students shared stories and traditions of their 
own personal heritages as well as culturally-

the third annual st. mark’s heritage festival
april 22-25, 2014

a spirit of celebrating our diversity filled the air of the lower school during 
heritage week. from the vegemite tasting in 3rd grade to the mexican hat dance in 
kindergarten, our students actively participated in the cultural traditions of our 
teachers, our students, and the incredible city of houston. we shared our heritage 
through “show and tell” activities in several classrooms, special presentations by 
parents, and student performances in our opening and closing ceremonies. it was a 
special week at st. mark’s.

-Bobbye Hicks, Head of Lower School

“ “

themed lessons they learned throughout the 
school year. Wednesday and Thursday were full 
of classroom activities, lessons, guest speakers, 
presentations and performances, all focusing on 
heritage, culture, and the international world. The 
week concluded with a Closing Ceremony and a 
collection of country-themed booths on Friday.

Wednesday focused on “Songs of the World,” 
or more broadly, art from around the world. 

The better you know your students, 

the more likely you are to build the essential 

relationship needed for a successful educational 

experience. The Heritage Festival provided an 

insight into who our students are that we would 

not have had if not for that event.

-Troy Roddy, Head of Middle School

During this day, Pre-K and 1st Grade students 
learned a traditional dance from Punjab, 
India, while 2nd Grade learned the Japanese 
art of Fish Printing. In the meantime, 
4th Grade students learned songs from 
Zimbabwe, and the Preschool 2s learned a 
traditional Bulgarian folk song. Elsewhere on 
campus, 6th Grade students created bright, 
colorful Folk Art, while 5th Grade students 
studied the history behind different board 
games from across the world and taught each 
other how the board game incorporates math.

Thursday’s focus was “Everyone Has a 
Story,” which encouraged students to think 
about their own personal story and history. 
7th and 8th Grade students completed a 
genealogy project focusing on their family’s 
history, while 4th Grade students wrote short 
essays about their family’s traditions and 
culture. St. Mark’s 3rd Grade students learned 
about Australian heritage, and even tried 
Vegemite! Preschool 3s learned how to say 
“hello” and “friend” in several languages, and 
Kindergarten danced a Mexican Hat Dance.

By celebrating heritage and family stories 
over several days, students were able to 
create and revisit projects and lessons in 
a variety of ways. The success of the St. 
Mark’s Heritage Festival would not have 
been possible without the generous work 
of volunteers, who shared several lessons, 
presentations and performances with 
students. It was truly exciting to see St. 
Mark’s teachers’ creative approaches to 
highlighting the community’s heritages 
and cultures as well. St. Mark’s strives to 
recognize and celebrate diverse backgrounds 
throughout the year, and this special week 
allowed the entire community to truly 
emphasize the importance of our heritage. 



FAREWELLfriends Zoe ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 7th Grade

FAVORITE FOOD 
Pasta

WILL ATTEND Undecided

Gregory

Lana

Daphne

Pierce
Will

Sam

Austin

Philip

Helen

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Pre-K

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 5th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 6th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Pre-K

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Kindergarten

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 5th Grade

FAVORITE TV SHOW The Office

FAVORITE WORD Perseverance FAVORITE FOOD 
Pepperoni Stromboli

FAVORITE FOOD  Sushi

FAVORITE ST. MARK’S MEMORY 
7th Grade trip to San Antonio

FAVORITE SONG Best Day of My Life

FAVORITE iPAD APP 
YouTube

FAVORITE SPORT Golf

FAVORITE BOOK 
The Maze Runner

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

Christopher

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

FAVORITE TV SHOW Top Gear

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Strake Jesuit WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Clements High School

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND St. John’s School

WILL ATTEND Bellaire

Sarah
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Kindergarten

FAVORITE VACATION SPOT 
The Appalachian Mountains

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

Alexis
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

FAVORITE iPAD APP 
Kindle Books or Netflix

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

Parker

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 1st Grade

FAVORITE ST. MARK’S MEMORY 
In 1st grade, Will and I were 
running and we hit each other 
and it knocked my tooth out.

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

Blake

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 4th Grade

FAVORITE SONG Bohemian Rhapsody

WILL ATTEND High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts

Daniela
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 5th Grade

FAVORITE TV SHOW Dr. Who

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

Sean
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Kindergarten

FAVORITE SPORT Rugby

WILL ATTEND St. Thomas

Emily

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

FAVORITE VACTION
SPOT Japan

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

2013 - 2014 8TH GRADE ST. MARK’S LIONS



FAVORITE iPAD APP Vine

FAVORITE TV SHOW Sports CenterWILL ATTEND St. Agnes

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

Emily
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 6th Grade

FAVORITE SPORT Basketball

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

Alex

Grace

Ryan

Victoria

Natalie

Chris

Sonia

Sam

Camille Karina Sydney

Dane

Charlie

Christian

Joey

John

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 3rd Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Pre-K

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 5th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Kindergarten

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 1st Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Kindergarten

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Pre-K

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 7th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 6th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 8th Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 3rd Grade

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Pre-K

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE 7th Grade

FAVORITE MOVIE Iron Man 3

FAVORITE BOOK 
To Kill a Mockingbird

MOST IMPACTFUL 
TEACHER Mrs. Mayr

FAVORITE VACATION SPOT 
Hawaii

FAVORITE ST. MARK’S MEMORY
Field Day

FAVORITE SPORT
Football

FAVORITE VACATION SPOT Miami

FAVORITE WORD 
Hippopotamus

FAVORITE iPAD APP 
Pinterest

FAVORITE ICE CREAM 
Cookies and Cream

FAVORITE SPORT 
Volleyball

MOST IMPACTFUL 
TEACHER Mr. Salley

FAVORITE SPORT Basketball

FAVORITE MOVIE 
On The Waterfront

WILL ATTEND Bellaire

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Lamar

WILL ATTEND Lamar

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

WILL ATTEND Strake Jesuit

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

Sean
ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

FAVORITE MOVIE 
The Lego Movie

WILL ATTEND Houston Christian

Kate

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

FAVORITE ICE CREAM
Mint Chocolate Chip

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes

Lucy

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 3s

FAVORITE TV SHOW 
Sherlock

WILL ATTEND Episcopal

Alice

ST. MARK’S STUDENT 
SINCE Preschool 2s

FAVORITE MOVIE Frozen

WILL ATTEND St. Agnes



8th grade students participated in Challenge 20/20 this Spring. The National Association of 
Independent Schools created Challenge 20/20, a program designed to encourage students to explore and 
brainstorm solutions for the 20 global problems, with the goal of solving all 20 problems in 20 years. 

According to Emily Brabo, 8th Grade History and Civics Teacher, “The goal of the project is to broaden the 
perspective our students have on global issues, such as infectious diseases.  Students worked in pairs and drew a 
disease and country located in Africa.  They researched how the government in their chosen country regulates their 
infectious disease as compared to efforts made by the United States government to regulate the disease here.”

Challenge 20/20 allowed students to experience a cross-curricular lesson. In Science, the students completed 
a lab that demonstrated how quickly infectious diseases can spread. The research papers and presentations were 

completed in their History and Civics class. Dr. Mary Healy, an Infectious Disease Specialist and a St. 
Mark’s parent, spoke to the 8th Grade class about the prevalence and effects of infectious diseases. 

Challenge 20/20 had an immense impact on the students. 8th Grader, Ryan, shared, “It’s 
really interesting to learn about infectious diseases and watch the presentations. There are so 
many diseases infecting the world, and they vary so much. Some are obviously very serious, 
and others are less so.” The perspective and lessons learned through Challenge 20/20 pave 
the way for St. Mark’s students to help eradicate and solve the 20 global problems.

Infectious Learning

st. mark’s welcomed alumni back 
to campus this April. We were excited to 
reconnect with these terrific young people. 
We are proud of our St. Mark’s Seniors! 
Our Class of 2010 grads have reported 
that they are attending the following 
universities:

baylor university
eastern university
iowa state university
louisiana state university
new york university
princeton
rensselaer polytechnic institute
southern methodist university
texas state university
texas tech university
trinity university
university of alabama
university of california, berkeley
university of pennsylvania
university of texas, san antonio
vanderbilt

Alumni

Class of 2013

Dorinda Howard, Rachel Cantu, ’10, 
Callie Bike ‘10, and Fred Silverstein

Looking for notes about your child?  Or your class?  Send an email to Lou Ellen Stansell 
at lstansell@stmes.org  or volunteer to be a class notes chairperson.

8th Grade student, Greg, 
shares his 20/20 research

8th Grade Students, Parker and Lucy, conduct an experiment in Science 
to determine how quickly infectious diseases can spread 

 Kudos to Trey Bourne and Jake Irr, ‘12, who were recently inducted into 
Episcopal High School’s National Honor Society.      William W. Burton, 
‘10, was named as a National Merit Commended Scholar.  Commended 
students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million 

students who entered the 2014 competition.      Way to go, John Clarke, ‘10!  He 
recently signed with Princeton University to play football.      We were delighted to 
hear from James Collins, ‘91. After attending St. Mark’s for 9 years, he matriculated 
onto St. John’s School, as well as the University of Texas, in the Plan II program.  He 
received his Ph.D. in Classics and Ancient Philosophy from Stanford University in 
2007 and now is a Professor of Classics at the University of Southern California.     

We were also delighted to hear from Kate Jesiolowski, ‘97, who currently resides 
in Dallas and is an Elementary Art Teacher. She attended St. Agnes in Houston after 
leaving St. Mark’s.     Colleen Phillips, ‘10, was named as a National Merit Finalist!  
This means that she was among the top 1 percent of the initial pool of entrants.     

Congratulations to Paige Runge, ‘10,  on her role as pitcher in an unstoppable year 
for Varsity Softball at Lamar High School.     We send our best regards to Madison 
Schrimsher, ‘06, who graduated from Baylor University on May 16 with a degree in 
Speech Pathology. She started grad school at Baylor on June 1.      We are proud of St. 
Mark’s athlete, Nicole Turner, ‘10.  She is going to attend Iowa State University in the 
fall on a scholarship for softball. Way to go Nicole!     Congratulations to Adam Vrabec, 
‘12. He lettered as a sophomore in Varsity Lacrosse at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory.      

Congratulations to Mackenzie Hicks, ‘06, who has graduated from Davidson College 
and will be attending Baylor College of Medicine and the school of UT Health.      Davis 
Stubblefield, ‘10, will be attending Trinity University in San Antonio to major in History 
and English and minor in Theater and Medieval Studies. He has been awarded Trinity’s 
Trustee’s Scholarship and a Baker Duncan Theatre Scholarship.     Congratulations 
to Jack Schrimsher, ‘ 11, for making the Heat Black Club Baseball Team and for 
winning the TAPPS 5A State Championship as the varsity catcher for St. Thomas.

Left to right; Jake Irr, ‘12;

John Clarke, ‘10;

Madison, ’06, Jack, ’11, and 
Grace, ‘14, Schrimsher



take your marks, set, GO!  And this spring, our St. Mark’s Lions did go, 
running fast, jumping high, swinging strong, and scoring big. Despite bad weather 
that caused meets to be cancelled or rescheduled, the Lions were ready.

track The Boys and Girls Track teams had very successful seasons.   The 8th 
Grade Boys team placed 3rd at the GHAC Meet. Christian received the Boys High 
Point Award in his division for the second year in a row.  Joey won the 100 meter 
and placed 2nd in the 200 meter. The relay team, made up of Parker, Sean, Joey, and 
Christian, placed 2nd in the 4x100.  On the 8th Grade Girls team, Alexis placed at 
every meet. At GHAC, Alexis placed 2nd in the shot put. The 7th Grade Boys team 
placed 5th in district. Their relay team of Ethan G., Jonathan, Ethan H., and Vincent 
placed 2nd in both the 4x100 and 4x200. Vincent also placed 2nd in the shot put and 
200 meter events. The 7th Grade Girls finished the season 5th in District. Mycah 
won the 100 meter and 200 meter Hurdles. Caitlin was 2nd in the shot put and El-
liott placed 2nd in discus. The 6th Grade Boys team had a great season as well, and 
did well at many of the meets. The 6th Grade Girls came in 6th in District out of 11 
schools. Gigi placed 2nd in the discus and 3rd in the shot. Giselle finished 2nd in the 
high jump.

tennis Of the eleven members on the Tennis Team, six were 5th Grade students.  
Members worked at improving their skills and played “quick-score” matches at Lee 
Leclear Tennis Courts with team members from other neighboring schools.  Coach 
Owen finished off the year with an inter-squad tournament.

golf The Golf Team roster held ten members, five of whom were 5th graders.  
Several Golf team members qualified to play at one of the three tournaments when 
their score placed them as one of the top 6 on the team. The season finished with a 
dual tournament with Presbyterian School golfers. Golf was first offered in 2012 and 
8th grader, Greg, remains the school record-holder for the best score.   

the southern soiree:
The Soul of St. Mark’s Gala and Auction was a 
tremendous success for our community!  The 
sold out event took place on April 5, 2014 at 
the Houstonian Hotel and Spa. This year’s 
Gala was one of the most successful in our 
history, raising over $200,000 for our school. 

A large collection of student artwork, 
parent and student socials, unique items, and 
one-of-a-kind experiences were auctioned 
through an online bidding center and in a 
live auction. Gala Chairs, Hollie Fulghum 
and Jamie Grissom, worked tirelessly with 
their committee to plan and organize such 
a successful event. St. Mark’s wishes to 
thank the many supportive underwriters 
and auction donors for their commitment. 

For more information, please visit www.
stmes.org/gala. Thank you for your support.  
As always, if you have any questions, please 
contact the Development office at  
(713) 667-7030.

Lions Sports News

8th Grader ChristianBoys Track Team

Tennis Team

Girls Track Team

St. Mark’s TrackSt. Mark’s Golf

Left; Gala Chairs 
Jamie and Greg 
Grissom with Holly 
and Dave Fulghum

Below; Tobin and 
Cara Carlson

AthleticsThanks

Above; Tim and Carrie Gillette, Garhett 
Wagers, Killian and Doug Gilbert-Smith

Gala Photos: © Jenny Antill



st. mark’s episcopal school
3816 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77025

August

September

October

November

18 

19

20

1

10
13
25

7

Early Childhood Open House 
and Midd le School Orientation

Elementary Open House 
and Midd le School Orientation
First Day of 2014 - 2015 School Year

Labor Day - No School

Teacher Inservice - No School
Fal l Break - No School
Scarborough Fair

Upcoming Events

summer 2014 | newsletter

>>
Note:  The full school calendar can be found at www.stmes.org.  

This format is meant to highlight upcoming events, but is not a complete list of all activities.
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In the fall of 2013, St. Mark’s Episcopal School received an anonymous gift in honor of 

Guillermo Monge, for recognition of his years of service to the institution.  He continues to 

serve this community with a servant’s heart and joyful attitude after being here for over 20 

years.  We are delighted to celebrate him and this gift publicly in this way.

Fal l Parent C onferences - No School

Annual 
Fund
Update

88%

Please visit www.stmes.org/giving
or use the enclosed envelope to contribute.


