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       although this class is departing from st. mark’s, 
we know that the legacy that they leave is unforgettable. 
it’s hard to imagine our community without this year’s 8th 
grade class, but we know that it is time for them to move 
on from their life at st. mark’s.

“
”

Top, St. Mark’s 8th Grade Class of 2013
Left, Mr. Wagers with St. Mark’s Class of 2013 
in front of the White House

advantage is the tight-knit bond they 
have formed as a group. This class has 
learned to embrace one another for who 
they are. While at times it can create frus-
tration and tension, it is somewhat like 
the relationship between siblings. They 
tease, they argue, but they also laugh a 
lot, protect one another, and have a genu-
ine love and respect for each other. Being 
a small group has helped them realize 
they can’t avoid difference, but rather 
how to embrace it and respect that we are 
not all the same. Although this class is 
departing from St. Mark’s, we know that 
the legacy that they leave is unforget-
table. It’s hard to imagine our community 

the halls are quiet; the play-
grounds are empty. It’s summer time at St. 
Mark’s. The end of a school year always 
brings significant change. Kindergarteners 
become 1st graders; 4th graders move up 
to middle school. In the fall, we will wel-
come new students, families, faculty and 
staff members. And of course, we will send 
our 8th grade class into the world of high 
school. This is a very special class with so 
much to offer. They are passionate, intel-
ligent, driven, and fun-loving. Throughout 
this year, our students demonstrated the 
breadth and depth not only of their learn-
ing, but also of their relationships with 
one another. Being a small class has its 
advantages and disadvantages. One clear 

Announcing

We are pleased to announce the 
Parent Guild Officers 

for the 2013-14 School Year!

Carrie Gillette, President
Tonya Pickron, Vice President

Jennifer Ducey, Secretary
Verity Gilpin, Treasurer

without this year’s 8th grade class, but 
we know that it is time for them to 
move on from their life at St. Mark’s. 
Soon the summer will pass, and our 
halls will be bustling with the excite-
ment and energy that August brings.  
We’ll have a new class of 8th graders, 
who will become the student lead-
ers of our school community. In the 
meantime, may we all encounter many 
opportunities for growth, development, 
and learning during the summer.



when i was little, my mom’s rules were 
we “could not go out of her sight.” Later, the 
rules were we “could not go where we could 
not hear her voice.” When I was a teenager, 
I had to call and “check in.” As an adult, I 
would still call to check in because she liked 
to hear about what I was doing.

The word individual comes from a Latin 
word individuus, “not divided.” The way we 
define this word plays to a negative context, 
“individual needs” or a person of a specified 
kind, “certain kind of individual.” When ac-
tually, an individual is one who is undivided, 
centered, distinctive, original.

What we do as we raise children is to 
honor their individuality. So we let the 
children go down the sidewalk as far as we 
can see them. Then we let them go within 
the sound of our voice. Then we ask them 
to call and check in. We let out a little rope 
at a time, allowing them more and more 
opportunity to be divided from us, and un-
divided in themselves. We encourage them 
to take ballet, or play baseball, where we 
cannot do the dance or run the bases for 
them. We wince as they fall down, wreck 
a bike, fail a test, all things we cannot do 
for them. We gradually give way to the un-

divided, centered, distinctive, and original 
people who were our children. We graduate 
them from the sidewalk to the street and 
watch them be adults.

We do this each May as our 8th grade 
leaves, and everyone shifts up a grade.  A 
school full of individuals growing up and 
out of our lives. It is exciting to hear about 
the lives of those we nourished on their way 
to becoming individuals when they call to 
check in, which is what we hope they will 
always do.
   - Patrick Miller 

By The Rev. Patrick J. Miller

Church

st. mark’s welcomed alumni 
back to campus this April.  We were 
excited to reconnect with these terrific 
young people.  We are proud of our 
St. Mark’s Seniors!  Our Class of 2009 
grads have reported that they are at-
tending the following universities:

baylor university
louisiana state university
northeastern university
rice university
southern methodist 

university
st. louis university
texas a&m university
texas tech university
tulane university
university of mississippi 
university of pittsburgh
university of southern 

california
university of texas at austin
wake forest university

    michael prappas, St. Mark’s Class of 2009, graduated 
from St. Thomas High School this year with the special distinction 
of achieving top academic rankings in his class and being named 
Valedictorian. A devoted student, Michael also was named a Na-
tional Merit Scholar.  We recently had the chance to catch up with 
this outstanding St. Mark’s alum. 

How did St. Mark’s prepare you for  
St. Thomas? St. Mark’s prepared me for 
the workload that high school involves. 
High school requires efficiency, time man-
agement, and diligence to manage a larger 
volume of the work and extracurricular 
activities that start in middle school.
What advice do you have for St. Mark’s 
8th graders as they begin high school?
I would tell entering high school fresh-
men to stay organized with their school-
work and to challenge themselves. Also, 
find some new activities and extracur-
ricular activities (and keep track of them 
for college applications).
Where are you planning to attend col-
lege? I am attending Southern Methodist 

University to study Computer Science.
What are you most looking forward to?
I am looking forward to being a part of a 
larger academic community and meeting 
and learning with people from around 
the world. I also would love to study 
abroad and go to graduate school. I am 
very grateful and happy to have attended 
St. Thomas High School. The faculty and 
community are outstanding, and I would 
love to see more St. Mark’s 8th graders 
attend.
Michael is one outstanding example of 
St. Mark’s students who are moving up, 
and moving on in life. Congratulations, 
Michael!

We wish the best of luck to Alan Bourgeois, Class of 2010, and Brian 
Bourgeois, Class of 2012, as they serve as volunteer counselors at Camp 
Allen this summer. Both Alan and Brian continue their busy schedules with 
athletics and academics at Lamar High School during the year.       Monica 

Dayao, Class of 2011, serves as one of four captains of the varsity golf team at St. 
John’s! At a recent Southwest Preparatory Conference golf tournament, Monica tied 
for 4th place among 50 participants.      We are proud of Erik Garza, Class of 2012, for 
recently being added to the Varsity Baseball team at Houston Christian as a freshman.

Congratulations to St. Mark’s Alums, Jake Irr and John Wall, Class of 2012, for their 
recent CD release with their band, Triple5Seven. These two alums along with their 
band mates, Ryan Fulghum and Austin McGinnis, played a celebratory concert to a 
packed house at the Continental Club.       Congratulations to Ian Mackillop, Class of 
2012. He won MVP of the Episcopal High School Junior Varsity Basketball team.  
We are happy to add the following names to our honor roll list for their respective high 
schools.  Congrats to Sarah Rogers, Bryan Covington, and Sam McWhorter.

Alumni

Class of 2012

Class of 2009 – Proud Seniors!

Looking for notes about your child?  Or your class?  Send an email to Lou Ellen Stansell at lstansell@stmes.org  or volunteer to be a class notes chairperson.



The thing I’m most
excited about for 

1st grade is…
1st graders are… In 1st grade 

I’m going to learn 
how to…

sometimes loud.
-Ali Hamzeh

spell new words.
-Annie Trammell

soccer players.
-Chase Parker

tough.
-Artyom Derkach

write long sentences 
and skip a bar on the 
monkey bars.

-Catherine Miller

learning a lot of new things.
-Charles Pedley“ “ “

“ “
“ “

““going on the tire swing.
-Saoirse Evans“ “

“

“

meeting my new teachers and 
learning their names.

-James Glenn
“ “

“

Moving Up, Moving On

The end of the school year brings changes for every student at St. Mark’s as they transition 
to new grades, classes and groups. Our kindergarteners move up to 1st grade and join elemen-
tary school. St. Mark’s 4th graders move up to middle school, and gain a new level of responsi-
bility.  Finally, our 8th graders move on from St. Mark’s, leaving our halls to join various high 
schools around the world. Before moving up, or moving on, these students and some of our 
faculty shared with us their thoughts about the changes that await them.

How do we prepare our kindergarteners for 1st grade?

What do our new 1st graders have to look forward to next year?

Along with meeting the kindergarten benchmarks, toward the end of the year, students are reminded 
by teachers that they will soon be moving on. We strive to allow them to be more independent within 
the classroom. And then there are the little things, like reminding them that when they come back 
next year, they’ll be in the classrooms across the hall.

-Dianne Wylie, Kindergarten Teacher
We check out 1st grade work in the hall and talk about exciting new things that they will get to do in 
1st grade, like play on the tire swing, go on field trips, and have snack on the playground.  I talk with 
them about things that will ‘carry on’ so they do not feel like they are walking into an unfamiliar situa-
tion. I want it to feel familiar enough for them to be comfortable but new enough for it to seem like an 
exciting change.

-Sharon Jaster, Kindergarten Teacher

Our rising 1st grade students are ready for the adventures to be found in the elementary grades.  New 
privileges come their way, including: desks, lockers, and thirty more minutes in their school day.  They 
will become independent readers enjoying first chapter books and mathematicians who can add, sub-
tract, and tell time. Six turning seven is a BIG year for our 1st grade students.

-Bobbye Hicks, Head of Lower School

“

“

“

“

“

“

Kindergarten     1st Grade



The most exciting 
thing about middle 

school is…
Being a middle 

schooler means that 
I get to…

Middle schoolers 
are…

participate in more outreach 
programs. -Colby Covington

have more responsibilities, like 
studying and keeping track of 
my homework.

-Lauren Fulghum

go on more field trips.
-Trey Fuselier

dissecting stuff in science.
-Colin Thibodeaux“ “

“ “
“ wearing blue shirts.

-Justin Kioumehr“

“

“

that everyone has higher
expectations of us.

-Isabel Wagers
“ “ more mature.

-Evan Van Bree

“

“
louder in the hallways.

-Lily Wade

“

“
smarter than us.

-Julian Diaz

“

“

“

getting to play sports to
represent St. Mark’s.

-Kome Ubogu
“ ““

4th Grade      Middle School
How do we prepare our 4th graders for Middle School?
We spend the year teaching organizational skills with the use of the “Holy Grail” and agendas. We 
use a gradual release model with the 4th graders where the parents are emailed the assignments and 
scanned work-to-do in the beginning of the year.  By the end of the year, homework is only posted on-
line and students are solely responsible for attaining their work from the teachers. Additionally, we let 
our 4th graders walk to other classes in small groups, unsupervised to allow them to practice responsi-
bility and timeliness - two skills that are crucial for middle school.

-Dawn Robins, 4th Grade Teacher

“

“

What do our new 5th graders have to look forward to next year?
St. Mark’s 4th graders will move from homerooms to advisories, from two core subject teachers to 
four, and from classroom storage to hallway lockers.  Joining 6th grade for evening social activities and 
the entire middle school for chapel, outreach, electives and athletics expands the school life of our 5th 
grade students. Look out middle school, here comes a new class of 5th graders! 

-Bobbye Hicks, Head of Lower School

Our 5th graders enjoy having lockers in the hallways and being able to walk independently to their 
classes.  Additionally, students are divided into small groups with a faculty advisor.  The students meet 
with their advisor every day and the time is used as a forum to discuss issues in the school as well 
as working on organizational skills and character development.  Lastly, the 5th graders enjoy having 
socials throughout the year.  These events take place on Friday evenings and include activities such 
as karaoke, games, and movies.  When I ask students what they like best about 5th grade, two words 
always come up: freedom and fun.

-Lawrence DeLuca, Head of Middle School

“

“

“

“

The Class of 2013 is Moving On
Faisal Al Dajain
American School of Madrid

Hind Alkhunaizi 
International Schools Group 
Dammam (Saudi Arabia)

Sulafa Alkhunaizi 
International Schools Group 
Dammam (Saudi Arabia)

Edward Bittner
Carnegie Vanguard  
High School

William Bittner
Carnegie Vanguard 
High School

Aubrey Bryan
St. Stephens  
Episcopal School

Sam Burton
Strake Jesuit  
College Preparatory

Fadilia Farag
American Community 
School of Abu Dhabi

Juan Garcia-Moros 
Episcopal High School

Marcela Gonzalez
Cypress Falls High School



St. Mark’s has 
made me more…

My favorite memory 
of St. Mark’s is…

outgoing and courageous. When I first joined St. 
Mark’s in 6th grade, I didn’t talk to anyone and was 
afraid of showing who I am. I have learned that I 
should be myself (a humble helpful person) and 
not to change for other people. -Fadila Farag

“ “

probably when I was in the 3rd grade and we did 
this fun project, where we got to dress up like a 
pilgrim and talk like one too. -Sammi Snyder

being really close to the custodians.
-Laily Mortazavi

when they took us to the high schools.
-Marcela Gonzalez

when the whole class went to DC.
-Malia MacKenna

playing on the sports teams.
-Juan Garcia-Moros

field day every year. -Sam Burton

Scarborough Fair. -Hattie Ralph

“
“
“
“
“
“
“

“
“

“
“

“
“
“

intelligent. I was taught by very good teachers. 
-Christopher Luther“

“
of a leader. St. Mark’s has made me more of a 
leader because of the leadership opportunities it 
has shown me. -Alexia Thomas
“ “

responsible. I have learned time management here. 
-David Stiles“

“

happy. I am happy only because the friends I have 
made actually understand me and care about me. 

-Aubrey Bryan
“

“

How do we prepare our 8th graders for High School?
We prepare students for high school by providing a solid foundation both academically and 
socially. Our rigorous curriculum challenges students by presenting 9th grade level material in 
7th and 8th grade. This puts our students on a pre-AP track that allows them to take advanced 
classes in high school. In addition to core academics, the 8th graders all participate in elec-
tive classes, which give them an opportunity to explore a personal passion or try something 
new. Our advisory and outreach programs also help prepare our 8th graders for high school by 
teaching them character development and how to give back to the community.  Before leav-
ing St. Mark’s, students will have volunteered dozens of hours doing community service. All 
of these different elements of our curriculum help our students become better citizens of the 
world. When our students go off to high school, they enter as representatives of St. Mark’s, 
ready to take on anything a high school has to offer.

-Lawrence DeLuca, Head of Middle School

“

“

8th Grade     High School

Christopher Luther
St. Thomas High School

Malia MacKenna
Incarnate Word Academy

Adam Maloney
St. Thomas High School

Laily Mortazavi
Episcopal High School

Hattie Ralph
St. Agnes Academy

Sammi Snyder
Episcopal High School

David Stiles
Strake Jesuit  
College Preparatory

Carly Thibodeaux
Houston Christian 
High School

Alexia Thomas
Lamar High School

Ashlyn Wagert
St. Pius X High School

Alex Hudgins
St. Pius X High School

James Jackson
Lamar High School

Ryan Kioumehr
Episcopal High School

Jacob Koch
St. Thomas High School

Niyati Loyalka
Duchesne Academy 
of The Sacred Heart 



says that she’ll miss the nice teachers at St. 
Mark’s more than anything else.  

     Last fall, 6th 
grader Sabrina 
Scaglia felt 
a tug on her 
heart, and she 
“rose” to the 
occasion. Sa-

brina learned about The Rose, a local breast 
cancer diagnosis, treatment and screening 
center, from her mother, a physician. The 
Rose provides services to any woman regard-
less of her ability to pay. Sabrina organized 
a “Pink Day” at St. Mark’s to raise funds for 
The Rose, and awareness for breast cancer, 
a disease that affects one in eight women. 
Students were encouraged to bring a $5 do-
nation to The Rose and to wear pink apparel 
to school on a Friday. The day was a success; 
St. Mark’s kids, dressed in pink, raised $405, 
allowing The Rose to provide important ser-
vices for women who are unable to pay.

Lions Share
     3rd grader Sophia Pak is 
moving on from St. Mark’s. This 
summer, a job transfer will move 
Sophia, her mom, and her 5th 

grade brother, Davis, to New Rochelle, 
New York. Sophia came to St. Mark’s in the 
spring of her 2nd grade year and jumped 
right into our community. She quickly 
joined the Tae Kwon Do Club and has now 

achieved Black Belt. 
She plans to continue 
practicing and perfect-
ing her Tae Kwon Do 
in New York. Accord-
ing to Sophia, the 
coolest thing that she 
learned at St. Mark’s 
was how to write in 

cursive. Sophia is both excited to move 
and sad. She explains, “I was born in New 
York, and I have old friends there, but I 
also have friends here, so I’ll be sad to 
leave them.” The faculty at St. Mark’s has 
made a lasting impression on Sophia, who 

the second annual st. mark’s heritage festival was held on 

friday, may 10, 2013. the purpose of the heritage festival is 

to nurture attitudes towards others that recognize the 

differences and celebrate the similarities of all people. it 

is our hope that by learning about each other, we create a 

positive environment of understanding and mutual respect 

in which our children grow and learn to be good citizens 

of the world. our community at st. mark’s is diverse, with 

over 35 countries represented. the heritage festival allows 

us to celebrate our different cultures. students had a great 

time learning new facts about different nations, watching a 

puppet show put on by 6th grade, playing games from around 

the world, and tasting some delicious authentic dishes from 

around the world. the day concluded with a closing ceremony, 

with a performance by dr. rathna kumar, an internationally 

renowned dancer, teacher and choreographer, and the 

founder-director of the anjali center for performing arts, 

the first indian dance school in texas. special thanks to 

heritage festival co-chairs, hala ahmad and gury doshi, along 

with pre-k teacher, carroll russell and lead sponsor, ahmad, 

zavitsanos, anaipakos, alavi & mensing p.c.

Heritage Festival a Great Success

I want to extend a heartfelt thanks to St. Mark’s community for the past wonderful 15 years.  The small school setting and the beautiful, peaceful campus have been a joy for me.  I will not forget the many students I taught, their parents, and teacher friends made during my years here.  I especially thank Susan Orlicek, my dear friend and teaching partner.  I will miss the successes we had as a team working together with students and parents.As my daddy always said, “Leave the party when you’re having fun.  Don’t wear out your welcome.”  It’s time for me to leave and move on.  I am ready to be a full-time grand-mother and to spend more time doing “fun stuff” on my bucket list. Best wishes to everyone and to St. Mark’s Episcopal School.

A Note from Mrs. Bownds



track The St. Mark’s Track Teams have crossed the finish line on the 2013 
season.  The track teams at St. Mark’s finished the season with awesome individual and 
team performances. The teams won a combined 82 medals by placing third place or 
higher in a total of four meets.  At the Greater Houston Athletic Conference (GHAC) 
Track Meet, three teams finished third place or better in their divisions. Out of 11 
schools, the Boys 7th Grade Team placed second, Boys 6th Grade Team place second, 
and our Girls 6th Grade Team finished third. Christian Walmsley, (7th grade) was 
awarded the Greater Houston Athletic Conference Track and Field Boys 7th Grade 
High Point Award.  A perfect score for this award is 50, and Christian’s total came to 
45.  Christian received first place in the Long Jump, Discus, Shot, 100 M. Dash, and 
anchoring the 4 X100 Relay. Congratulations to all of our track athletes!

tennis The St. Mark’s Tennis Team served up a 
lot of fun this season. The team included eleven members, 
including six 5th graders. During the eight week program, 
the team traveled to Lee Leclear Park at least six times to 
play against several other schools in “quick-score” games. 
Under Coach Dawn Owen, our students have a great 
opportunity to improve as she builds a young team up.

golf The St. Mark’s Golf Team represented our 
school in three tournaments at the Hermann Park Golf 
Course.  The team competed against students from at least 
four other schools. Golf challenges an individual both 
mentally and physically. We will be teeing off next year’s 
golf season before we know it!

this year’s new UNGala was 
UNbelievable! We are pleased to share 
that our community raised a combined 
total of $84,395 from underwriting and 
auction proceeds.  We are so grateful 
to our UNwavering volunteers who 
helped make this event possible.  Lead 
Volunteers Julie Chiu, Tonya Pickron, 
Nicole Ellithorpe and Jennifer Ducey 
were particularly generous with their 
time and talents.  And a big thanks to 
our art teacher, Margaret Alvarez, for 
the time she dedicated to the student art 
auction.

One of the most exciting parts of 
the evening was watching our Green 
for Green contributions grow live on 
the event scoreboard. All the dollars 
raised for this goal will go towards the 
installation of artificial turf for our 
Elementary and Middle School playing 
field.  We are excited to announce 
that $36,855 was raised at the event 
toward our total goal of $65,000.  If you 
are interested in learning more about 
this project or would like to make a 
restricted gift to this fund, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to our Director 
of Development, Lou Ellen Stansell at 
Lstansell@stmes.org.

st. mark’s episcopal school

2013

Lions Sports News

2013 Golf Team

7th Grader Christian Walmsley 6th Grade Girls Track Medalists 
and Ribbon Winners

2013 Girls Track Team

6th Grade Boys Track Medalists

2013 Boys Track Team7th Grade Boys Track Medalists

Mr. Wagers admires the student artwork at 
the UNGala, held this past April

2013 Tennis Team

Athletics

Important Dates: Monday, August 19, 2013 Boys Soccer Sign-up, 3:30 - 4:00 on the 
playground. Girls Volleyball Tryouts 3:30 -5:00 in the gym. Visit stmes.org/athleticsnews 
for permission slips and information.

Thanks
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August

September

October

November

19
20

21

2

11
14
26

1

Early Childhood Open House
Elementary Open House 
and Midd le School Orientation
First Day of School

Labor Day - No School

Teacher Inservice - No School
Fal l Break - No School
Scarborough Fair

Fal l Parent C onferences - No School

Upcoming Events

summer 2013 | newsletter

>>
Note:  The full school calendar can be found at www.stmes.org.  

This format is meant to highlight upcoming events, but is not a complete list of all activities.
 

     Congratulations to 6th 

grader, Caitlin Ellithorpe, 

who placed first in Onsite 

Drawing at the PSIA State 

tournament this spring, 

beating out all other 

competitors in the State of 

Texas! Great job, Caitlin!


